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The most common Mexican names

laws of gender equality allow the sur -

INCLUDMERCIAARTINRDDRIG U Enames to be transposed provided that all

Lopez and Hernandez. The most common
Brazilian names include Silva, Santos,
Oliveira, Souza and Pereira.?

Statistically, one hundred Mexican sur -
names account for approximately fty- ve
percent of the population. Comparatively
speaking, one hundred U.S. surnames
account for less than twenty percent of the
population in the United States.2 Common
names complicate the Itering process
by increasing the rate of false positive
matches and by making it more dif cult
and time consuming to identify the true
matches. To highlight this difference, if for

children in the family use the same order. 4
The nuances of naming conventions
across Latin America can be confound -
ing. In Argentina, for example, births are
registered with only a paternal surname.
On the other hand, Honduras requires
two surnames to be registered. In some,
but not all Latin American countries, a
woman may drop her maternal surname
and adopt her husband’s paternal surname
with “de” (“of”) inserted between. On of -

cial documents, however, she will still be
identi ed by her two maiden surnames.
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EXAMPLEEUSSIGRHAGOVERN M ENeT ®aiden name on a daily basis (Maria

were to take a similar broad view of the
PEP de nition as do Mexico and Brazil,
despite the large population sizes and
political classes in all these countries, the
impact would not be as detrimental to the
PEPs compliance process as the actions
taken by the Mexican and Brazilian gov -
ernments. This is due to the relatively
HIGHERRIANNNAMHES2US SAA D
Thailand, which exhibit a much lower
concentration of surnames and relatively
fewer very common ones.

Name order adds another layer
of complexity

In addition to the broad definition of
PEPs and the commonness of Hispanic
and Portuguese surnames, the diversity of
naming conventions in the Hispanic world
further exacerbates the problem. Naming
customs in Spanish speaking countries typi -
cally include two surnames and one or two
given names. The rst surname is paternal,
inherited from the father’s rst surname, and
the second is maternal, from the mother’s
rst surname. For example, Ana Maria Lopez
Garcia, where Ana and Maria are given
names, and Lopez is the paternal surname,
with Garcia the maternal one.

While it is a common practice to use one
or two given names with the rst surname,
this is not a rule that is rigidly applied,

Lopez Garcia), but for formal documenta -
tion she would identify herself with her
MARRNAMENAARIAOPEZEIAZ
Confused yet?

Now let’s introduce the difference
between Mexican and Brazilian rst/last
surname order. Spanish names place the
paternal surname rst and the maternal
surname last. Brazil, a Portuguese speak-
ing country, also uses two family names,
but for Brazilian names the mother’s sur -
name comes rst. In the Brazilian name
*OSHWDUARIAVARHEHEVAAVARIBS
maternal and Silva is paternal.

Solving the cultural problem

To counteract the numerous challenges
posed by such diverse cultural naming
conventions, the name syntax must be
fully exploited. Syntax refers to the order,
role and value of the name segments
or tokens. The differences of Hispanic
name order, name role and name value
signi cantly impact not only name match -
ing quality and the subsequent number of
false positive matches in the result set, but
also the risk of missing a true match.

Institutions should look to implement
an effective methodology that will:
s -ATGAPPROPRMVIEH EMENTS
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name structure

! BOUT CEMEALGBANISHRNAMRNINSSDRIGIB$ I IMBEROWELL

2 Wikipedia.com: List of most common surnames
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inconsistencies

A recent and very compelling valida -
tion of this methodology can be seen
in the Operation Alcatraz illustration. °
Using publicly available databases such
ASHE!' #ERTIIERMENEGISARD
applying knowledge of cultural variations
and syntax, it was determined that these
convicted drug traf ckers held valid FAA
licenses! Noting the different name struc -
tures, family relationships, sources and
other links for these individuals highlights
the inability, in this case, of law enforce -
ment and government agencies to “connect
the dots” and share critical intelligence.
While the FAA con rmed the accuracy of
these ndings by rescinding the licenses
of these criminals, it’s worth considering
the damage to the FAA's reputation from
such an occurrence. And, of course there
is the very real danger that individuals
and entities known to be criminals by one
government agency may fail to be identi -
ed by another critical agency due to the
problems discussed in this article.

The inherent challenges of name match -
ing are further complicated in cultures
where there is a wide variation in naming
conventions. Intelligent Itering requires
not only a deep understanding of working
with large data sets, but also an understand -
ing of the cultural factors that impact name
matching and the process of ferreting out
links and relationships within the data. The
goal is to mitigate risk by exposing the most
prominent and notorious entities in a PEP
database. Compliance staff trained in cross-
cultural variations — such as those out -
lined here between Mexican and Brazilian
names — stand a better chance of quickly
nding a true match within the large volume
of false positives returned by filtering
tools. &

Carol Stabile, CAMS, senior business man -
ager, Safe Banking Systems LLC, Mineola,
New York, USA, carol.stabile @ safe-bank -
ing.com
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FAA CERTIFIED AIRMEN REGISTRY
MARIN GABRIEL EDUARDO AFANADOR

Calle 137 A #58-71 Casa 57

Commercia| Pilot Jan-1999

Commercial pilot Aug-1995 Jan-1999
(Foreign Based)*

*The Foreign Based certificate indicates COLUMBIA

Mar-1994

rUsS. Registered Civil Aircraft
- Expires: 31 Mar 1994,

Santa Fe De Bogot, COLOMBIA
DOB: 22-Nov-1974

A2757602 GABRIEL AFANADOR SOLANO
Address Not Available
DOB: 23-Nov-1 949

63993-004

63992-004

*Special Purpose—Lessee: “Valid Fo,
B-727. Leased To Sam Airlines..

380 kilograms [838 Ibs]...
of cocaine conducted by

EXTRADITED Nov-2004

“Operation Alcatrazis 3. . multi—national, multi—jurisdictional... o]
transportation Organizations. ., The Colombij
Colombia (AUC) and are responsi

captured in 2003 ag part of the Operation Alcatraz.

Peration targeting North Coast of Co

ent to the United States... As of Decemb

er 31,2004, this
--- and the sejzyre of 10,710 kilograms of cocaine,
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